REVIEWER COMMENTS. Pediatricians and allergists are often asked if an infant has an increased risk of developing a food allergy based on family history, and this Dutch study suggests parental eczema may be a risk factor for cow's milk allergy. However, there are still many questions regarding familial and environmental influences on atopic development in young children. What is the definitive answer regarding food avoidance and pregnancy, when is the "safest" time to introduce the more allergenic foods into a child's diet, and what are the gene(s) that are more involved in atopic diseases? This promises to be a challenging field of study in which large, multicentered trials will help us begin to answer these questions. CONCLUSIONS. Exposure to passive smoking increases the incidence of wheeze and asthma in children and young people by at least 20%. Preventing parental smoking is crucially important to the prevention of asthma.
REVIEWER COMMENTS. The study is limited by inclusion of atopic pediatric populations and the difficulty in establishing asthma in young children, as well as confounding impact of smoking of mother, father, and or other household members. However, the authors demonstrate, using 9 times more articles than previous studies, that passive smoking has a devastating effect of 28% to 70% enhanced risk of incidence of wheeze and/or asthma. Clearly, action to limit exposure to passive smoke in pediatric populations with chronic respiratory conditions is imperative. 
